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Thank you very much to the Montana Department of Commerce — Historic Preservation in your
recommendation to fund the City of Shelby’s Historic Shelby Town Hall Exterior Fagade
Improvement Project.

Constructed in early spring of 1923, Shelby Town Hall served as city offices, a local citizens
meeting hall and a few years later, a jail for the bustling oilfield community. The Town Hall was
quite modern considering the streets were dirt and sewer and electrical lines were just being
laid in the community.

The Shelby Town Hall was constructed in only two months anticipating the “droves” of fight
fans and media who would be flocking to Shelby for the infamous World Heavyweight
Championship Fight of Jack Dempsey & Tommy Gibbons slated for July 4, 1923. The building
was to be the headquarters for the media men who would be covering the big event and a
glowing symbol of the progress of Shelby. More importantly, it was built to serve the growing
needs of a small, bustling oil community just beginning to lay its roots.

Of course, the crowds did not come, the money did not roll in and Shelby nearly went bankrupt
from the “fight fiasco.” City council reports do not even show whether Frank Bossuot or J.P.
Humphrey were ever paid in full for the design and construction of the town hall, but the
building stands as a landmark of local government and the early progress of Shelby, Montana.

Much to the credit of area homesteaders, oil producers and businessmen, Shelby did survive
the “fight fiasco.” The “Town Fathers” quietly paid their debts, journalists, fight fans and
curiosity seekers left without a trace, and Shelby returned to the peaceful community it once
was. Drought periods came and went and area farmers found their niche in dry land farming.
Ranchers found grassland for their cattle and sheep, oil production stabilized and area
businessmen kept Shelby thriving. The railway maintained Shelby as a distribution center and
the coming of the interstate highway system further identified Shelby as a crossroads for the
western region with the Shelby Town Hall serving as government offices and a community
meeting space.



The Shelby Town Hall has continued to serve the community for 100 years, but the building has
lost some of the historic look. The original fagade had vertical and horizontal windows flanking
the main entrance. With inclusion of an ADA ramp, the new main entry was positioned to face
the south, losing the historic look of the front facade. The intent of the historic preservation
project is to restore a true reflection of the historic 1923 facade with installation of vertical and
horizontal windows, bringing light into the vestibule of the interior and reflecting the original
historic facade.

Named to the National Register of Historic Places in 2005, city officials continue to be diligent in
trying to maintain the character defining features and integrity of Shelby Town Hall. The
proposed project would re-institute some of the character defining features and positively
impact and protect the integrity of the historic property.

The City of Shelby will continue to maintain the building as a useful property serving the Shelby
Area Chamber of Commerce/Visitor Information Center and most important, as a symbol of the
incredible and colorful history of Shelby, Montana.

Thank you to the Long-Range Planning Subcommittee for considering our project and helping us
restore and preserve a piece of Shelby’s history and heritage.
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